heavy debts which his eldest son Maharishi Debeng

leared when he inherited the property from his father. He i
e and austere life. By the time Rabindranath was barn, the

had been recovered. But the lifestyle con

%’ ‘Rabindranath was brought up like an ordinary middle-class
‘was a significant différence between Rabindranath and other

ardinary middle-class homes of Calcutta. Young Rabindranath was not allowed

ial contacts with boys of his age in other middle class fan

| The affluence and aristocratic culture surrounde:
As has already been noted, the atmosphere of the Tagore home was
with the lively currents of cultural impulse, absorbent as well as creative, His
father’s fascination for the ‘Upanishads’, his outlook of a worshipful
universality, his strong adherence to the fundamentals of Indiun thought and
culture, and his enthusiasm for constructive nationalism had made the :Em
home the centre of cultural revival in India. Naturally, young Rubindranath
grew up keenly alive and awake to the world of Man and Nature around him.
3 There were two very pwerful influences on Rabindranath. One was of
his fal{::; Muharishi Debendranath Tagore and the other was that of !‘\kuur'lf:l.nl
I poet's grandfuther was 4 great man in his own right. w
unceasingly for the uplifiment of the masses, in the field of Eilltgtz: T:]t:-g
nulsodll reforms, through the Brahmo Samaj. He was a rich ]and[u[d and
amassed huy n‘wu_hh through business trunsactions and the Tagores lived in
M&&%ﬂg&g}m;d_him the epithet "The Prince” But towards
the end of his life he incurred heavy losses. As a conseqence on his death i
1846 in London he left behind his family heavily in debt. The poet's fath =
: Debendranath, was a thinker and philosopher. Affer the dchl.hgn;'
e 1ol eartied forward his Tather's Brahmo Samaj mission with
E_" devation and Ib!l:l};gut ﬂl:;. |ikcrl|l_n ut;lc and true eldest son, cleared all
unstere lilestyle, ¢ T in C: P
was comfortabl ind spacious As T s Wi oot wd conei s
out of place to mention that thl:mng';?'al:t:ruwggm Pnusehnld. i 2
ﬁemﬂumluﬂmw“ds of an mr: pighancd coous’iio GHGE
i som with SULItHAL B ordinarily talented son and

i could need. The influence of such an
i |
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Rabindranath was the f ix mother, Sh could nol
tim much attention. F:;m? ‘:::cf:um;t:h:vrmﬁ?tfkh;ﬂl btz i

h; . m_ 2
“care of the servants, away from her moth hn was iné
after him kept him &:nﬁ‘?m te hinm rm:"’m ;ruh: u.:«&‘%:

é@jqq;ﬁ‘ e vindow,of b et T ibuc o2, S S
’ i flcar Tom.

[oudsm e iy Dkxymmns‘.ﬂm‘: g“nu;,th:m e
W Rabindranath

'; urge (o go out and travel far mmd: But

EDUCRAT“) & FORMATIVE INFLUENCES
abindranath did not go through the usual academic ind i, id
.E"—lth‘.'.‘i‘?.‘."g‘lh.“.. hooling, However, his education began qw$w‘y'ﬁ§%
sent ta ﬁcvqral schools in Caleutta but it was of no use, He did not care for
school-curriculum and his reading was desultory and haphazard. He spoke of
schools in Calcutta with disgust and the time he spent in them he calls “penal
servitude in Andamans”. His brother, Hemen i, ¢ducated hin at home
but_Rabindranath was nol_happy with_the. rigi e of education.

4 discipline of education.

I sent to England at the age of seventcen, in 1878 He
studied for sometime at the University of London under Prof. Henry Maorley.
1t was hiere (hat he formed a lifclong friendship with Loken Palit, who always
admired and encouraged Rabindranath. But the poet's stay in England did
1ot do him much good. He came back only to be sent again in 1881, this time
to study Law. But he returned home from Madras. And no further atiempt
was made Lo cducate him.

In the truest sense of {he term Rabindranath Tagore was home-bred.
He had uncertain schooling for a few years in Caleutta and for about a year
and a half in London. But it was at his home that he had been given a solid

gr__nunding in Bangla, Sanskrit and English as well as in the rudiments of
Science including astronomy. His childhood interest in music was ilso taken

care of and he received Lraining from some of the best music masters of the
day who were either family {ricnds or were hired to coach. Healso r_eccivr._d
fraining in gymnastic including wrestling wl_ﬂc'n Was his_ daily routine. His
(raining reminds us of John Milton who, besides his rauting education, Loqk
instruction in mathemalics music, astronomy clc. Tagore’s training 1
nustic and wrestling ¢ his body strong and healthy, 1t is said that Tis
poetry was the prmluél of a very healthy mind housed n an upcnmu}nnly
strong healthy and handsome hody. That the school life was distasteful to
young Rabindranath was indeed fortunate. It was also _extmmuly [or%luna'.s
that his home-cducation Was 50 varied and useful for him. 1L w25 really U 'eé
he Tagore home which worked miracles with the deyelapmen

atmosphere of { i I
. alyoung ]{?Eindrqnatll’s personality and versatile genios. W
i His carctakers in the Tugore-household gave Rab_il_lflga_n_i_i_ﬂ'_l_____
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Ce time Rl inath
ol the verses enthralled him. When he read the poem

1 hptr,hcmduub!y' because he found in it an
¢ echo of the sdventurous fucy of his childhood when during the
he had watched the clouds from the window of the first-floor
who used to be his caretaker.

gard for some of the Jesuit Fathers of St

farted writing poctry af in inusually yoiing
wrilingiupmﬂ:mdvcmchadbegwlnappmh
Vidynsagar, and Bankim Chandrs

i liters They had given the Bangla
Gionil languiiges of India were (o emulate soon.
influence on the poet and it was the most
{able of all influences. It was the influence of Shrimati
wife of his elder brother Jyotirindranath Tagore. She wis_it

iz poet when his mother dic
d and accomplished. She was o ricnd and

MML . i inspircd the young poct. She sympathised
with him and was his first admirer. [t was she who saved him from the

destructive effect of vanity and she mude him his own critic. Unfortunately,
und her death shattered the poct wha wrote “Its blow bas

d ifsell cach succeeding  bereavement in an

i of fears.

ened, cu
ncouraged and

n
continued 1o ad
VARIED INFLUENCES

Apart from and besides the influence of the family, family-fricnds and
caretakers there werc many others which contributed towards the
development of the poet's versatile personality. 1t must always bo kept in
mind that the Tagore family was the real fountain-hesd of the national
movement which went hand in hand with the cultural revival. It was the
Pcriod' of Indian Renaissance. Hemchandra Banerji's poctry made decp
impression on the poet's impressionable mind.

1 was twelve years old his futher, Maharighi

g boy on the long tour of his lifc. He

i e Himia ‘which'is Himachal Pradesh today). The
e naturally, fascinaled him und make repeated appearance in his
poetry. But it must be noted that Rabindranath was not a poet of the

He was essentially a river-poet. The poet’s ecarliest writings are

T romaniic narratives showing the influcnee
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